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ADA CHAPTER 1: APPLICATION AND ADMINISTRATION

101 Purpose

101.1 General. This document contains scoping and technical requirements for accessibility to sites,
facilities, buildings, and elements by individuals with disabilities. The requirements are to be applied
during the design, construction, additions to, and alteration of sites, facilities, buildings, and elements to
the extent required by regulations issued by Federal agencies under the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990 (ADA).

Advisory 101.1 General. In addition to these requirements, covered entities must comply
with the regulations issued by the Department of Justice and the Department of
Transportation under the Americans with Disabilities Act. There are issues affecting
individuals with disabilities which are not addressed by these requirements, but which are
covered by the Department of Justice and the Department of Transportation regulations.

101.2 Effect on Removal of Barriers in Existing Facilities. This document does not address existing
facilities unless altered at the discretion of a covered entity. The Department of Justice has authority
over existing facilities that are subject to the requirement for removal of barriers under title 111 of the ADA.
Any determination that this document applies to existing facilities subject to the barrier removal
requirement is solely within the discretion of the Department of Justice and is effective only to the extent
required by regulations issued by the Department of Justice.

102 Dimensions for Adults and Children

The technical requirements are based on adult dimensions and anthropometrics. In addition, this
document includes technical requirements based on children’s dimensions and anthropometrics for
drinking fountains, water closets, toilet compartments, lavatories and sinks, dining surfaces, and work
surfaces.

103 Equivalent Facilitation

Nothing in these requirements prevents the use of designs, products, or technologies as alternatives to
those prescribed, provided they result in substantially equivalent or greater accessibility and usability.

Advisory 103 Equivalent Facilitation. The responsibility for demonstrating equivalent
facilitation in the event of a challenge rests with the covered entity. With the exception of
transit facilities, which are covered by regulations issued by the Department of
Transportation, there is no process for certifying that an alternative design provides
equivalent facilitation.

104 Conventions

104.1 Dimensions. Dimensions that are not stated as “maximum” or “minimum” are absolute.




